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We are pleased to be able to report that fly fishing still remains a popular sporting activity throughout the world and our membership spans most Continents. When Mexico is admitted to membership we will be adding South America to the list.
We can count on an average of 20 countries competing in World Championships and only slightly less than that number in European events. The standard of organisation of Championships remains high despite the complexity of the events, the distances involved in finding suitable and challenging fishing sectors in venues and well-qualified officials.
That the events are popular is borne out by the number of new applicants being considered for membership this year with at least three others expressing interest.

Fly fishermen throughout the world have always been in the vanguard of those wishing to preserve the integrity of the freshwater environment and their interest and knowledge of aquatic life has been invaluable in detecting the dangers of pollution and over-abstraction of water. It is therefore in keeping that the inclusion of conservation Symposia is still a feature of FIPS-Mouche Chanpionships after 14 years. This has had the two-fold effect of demonstrating the positive role of angling and also involving the local communities.
In 2005 there were well-attended Championships in Sweden, Poland, and the Czech Republic. 2006 saw a European FIPS-Mouche Championship in Bohin, Slovenia. This was a popular venue producing world class fishing and, considering the lack of experience in running such a complex event for the first time, the Slovenian Federation coped very well. 
Portugal also faced a big challenge in running a Youth and a World FIPS-Mouche Championships as part of the Mondiale. They had not previously run such events nor have they an integrated fly fishing element within their national organisation. The Youth Championship, which took place first. worked well as the experienced members of the World team were available to help. Unfortuneately they were themselves competing in the World event and there were insufficient other experienced anglers to replace them.
President Ordan has mentioned the opening ceremony in Lisbon; very memorable and moving with competitors from so many countries. Equally memorable was the up-to-date spectacle which included a wide range of music, international in character and covering many decades and styles. My personal thanks and congratulations go to Carlos Baptista who, as the overall co-ordinator of the Mondiale, did an outstanding job.
The principal lesson to be learned by CIPS from the Lisbon experience, with regard to a CIPS World Championship, must be that if the selected country cannot provide world class fishing and organisation for all CIPS disciplines then all elements of CIPS may not be able to participate. A second lesson has to be that much more effort, and money, has to be devoted to generating publicity for the event.
                                 James Ferguson, President, FIPS-Mouche
