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Introduction 

At the January meeting of the CIPS Praesidium, held in Prague, we presented a report on activities performed within international organisations that are working to protect the environment, water resources and the fish population. The Praesidium reiterated the need to maintain and reinforce our presence in this sphere. The Praesidium also stressed that our activities within these important international organisations were a particularly significant aspect of CIPS’ strategy. In light of these indications, we have carried on our representation activities within these organisations.

Participation at international conferences

After the January meeting, a CIPS delegation, consisting of Marcel Ordan, as president, and myself, as vice president, took part in FAO’s Comité des Pêches (Committee on Fisheries, COFI) conference, which took place in Rome.

The conference was attended by delegates from 131 member States of the FAO, a European Union delegation, organisations representing the United Nations (International Labour Organisation, International Maritime Organisation, World Bank Group, World Trade Organisation, Commission for the Protection of Migratory Species), observers from 37 intergovernmental organisations and observers from 29 non-government organisations, which included the CIPS delegation.

The Committee ascribed great importance to non-government organisations, highlighting the crucial contribution made by them in promoting fishing all over the world.

A detailed report on the meeting is available from the CIPS website.

I would like to stress that CIPS’ participation at the COFI meeting was of enormous significance for the representation of our sport on the international scene, in particular for relations with an organisation whose activities are of direct interest to angling, in terms of both inland waterways and sea activities. This participation undoubtedly helped – something we became aware of following discussions with a number of other delegations – with CIPS’ integration in international activities, and we can but view with regret the time lost in previous years. We also had the opportunity to contact some fishing officials and experts, particularly in the field of angling. Furthermore, we made numerous contacts with representatives of various international organisations, in particular FAO and ICCAT, and with some officials representing a number of environmental organisations.

Conclusions

We can but confirm the conclusions of the report presented at the January meeting. Our contribution to the activities of major international organisations is essential for the future of our sport, and our active involvement on the international should continue, even if this means making some financial sacrifices.

We accordingly suggest that our activities continue and become more intense in this sphere. Furthermore, we propose that efforts continue to seek involvement in the activities of working groups that are looking into issues relating to angling.
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