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INTERNATIONAL ANGLING CONFEDERATION
Viale Tiziano, 70 - 00196 ROME

Ordinary Assembly of CIPS

Cairo, 26th April 2008

The Ordinary Assembly of CIPS met on 26 April 2008 at 9.00 a.m. in a room of the Shepheard Hotel – Corniche El Nil – Garden City, Cairo, to deliver the following
AGENDA

1) Opening of the GA by President Marcel ORDAN;

2) Appointment of a Commission to check the mandates;

3) Acknowledgment of the regularity and necessary quorum of the Congress and of the votes being represented;

4) Adoption of the report GA Prague (2007);

5) Activities report of the: President (Mr Ordan) and Vice-Presidents (Mr Szalay and Mr Steyn);

6) Activities report of the FIPS’ Presidents;

7) Activities report of CIPS (Secretary General, Mr Ferrari);

8) CIPS Financial report (Mr Waldheim);

9) Account Auditor report (Mr Verga);

10) Discussion and acceptance of the reports;

11) Subscription for new Federations;

12) Amount of the fees;

13) Setting of fees and approval of the budget;

14) Discussion and voting on motions;

15) Place and date of the following Ordinary Congress;

16) Any other business.

1.
Opening of the GA by President Marcel ORDAN

The CIPS President formally opened the General Assembly of the Confederation.
2.
Appointment of a Commission to Check the Mandates
Upon the President’s proposal, the house unanimously appointed a Commission to check the mandates consisting of Mrs Gihan Abdel Haleem, Mrs Ardena Bajlo and Mrs  Ewa Bystydzienska.

3.
Acknowledgment of the Regularity and Necessary Quorum of the Congress and of the Votes Being Represented
The Commission to check the mandates informed the house that 32 Delegates and Delegates with proxy were in attendance, totalling 55 Delegates. The Delegates entitled to vote were 105.

The Assembly was deemed to have reached a quorum.

4.
Adoption of the Report GA Prague (2007)

The Assembly approved the minutes of the meeting held in Prague.

5.
Activities report of the: President (Mr Ordan) and Vice-Presidents (Mr Szalay and Mr Steyn)

1. Steyn Hymie – Report on the Promotion of Youth Sport and Memberships

2. Szalay Ferenc – Report on Environment and Information

The President briefly illustrated his report, which had already been handed out in the three official languages to all congress participants. Following an amendment to the Statutes, the legal status of the CIPS was changed from Membership Association to Non-profit Association recognised by the Italian State. He stressed that thanks to the input provided by the FIPSed President, an insurance policy protecting the CIPS and FIPS against third-party liability and organisation risks had been taken out for the first time.

During the year, the CIPS ensured its participation in the meetings of several international bodies, such as the General Fishing Commission for the Mediterranean Sea (CGPM), a FAO body, for the management of the Mediterranean Sea and Black Sea, the European Inland Fisheries Advisory Commission (EIFAC) dealing with the management of Inland Waters, the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic Tunas (ICCAT), and finally the General Association of International Sports Federations (AGFIS) to be held in June. 

He pointed out that Dr. Dolezal, who was entrusted to deal with doping issues, had signed the anti-doping protocol with the WADA.

Finally, he informed that in February a meeting with the representatives of the FIPS-Casting and ICSF was held to consider a merging between these two bodies.

The President then gave the floor first to Vice President Szalay and then to Steyn, who briefly illustrated their reports, which had already been handed out in the three official languages to the congress participants.

Szalay brought up again the subject previously touched on by the President, that is the importance of the CIPS within international organisations dealing with angling as well as the protection and safeguard of environment, waters and fish. Four major meetings on CIPS environment-related activities had taken place since the last Assembly.

These included: a working group of CGPM (Mediterranean Fishing General Commission) in Tripoli, the EIFAC Conference on the Assessment of the Fishery Heritage in Inland Waters in Ceské Budejovice, a working group of the EIFAC in Bilthoven on the Recreational Fishing Code Project, and the annual Conference of the CGPM. It was important for the CIPS to raise a greater interest amongst the international organisations and different national sports fishing authorities, including the AGFIS as well as the CGPM, ICCAT, FAO and even the EIFAC. Laboratories were set up to study the impact of non-commercial fishing (i.e. recreational and sports fishing) on their spheres of action. Sports fishing was to be viewed as a sport that protects the environment, safeguards waters and fishery resources. These were important elements for the future of the sport practised by the International Federations.
Steyn informed that the EFTTA Board had granted an overall budget of EUR 40,000 to support youth fishing in Europe. The projects were to be turned in by 31 October 2008, while in 2007 the EFTTA had financed 12 youth programmes.

Finally, he felt it necessary  for the CIPS to take action in order to raise the relevant authorities’ awareness in regard to the serious situation of illegal fishing with dynamite, such activity being unreported and ungoverned in Africa.
The President thanked both Vice-presidents for their speeches.

6.
Activities Report of the FIPS’ Presidents

1.
Matteoli Ugo Claudio – FIPSed Report
2.
Biever Pierre – FIPSMer Report
3.
Ferguson James – FIPS Mouche Report
4.
Klamet Kurt – FIPS Casting Report
The President gave the floor to the FIPS-ED President, Mr Claudio Matteoli.

Matteoli pointed out that the FIPSed launched two new World Championships: 1) the “Championship for Predators with Artificial Baits on Boat”, and 2) the “Masters” Coarse Fishing Championships. The FIPSed would therefore have to stage 14 championships per year, including the Club European and World Championships. The next crucial step for the growth of the FIPSed would be the launch of a regional championship (similar to the existing European championship), the purpose being to have an African championship, a South American championship, an Asian championship, and so on.
Matteoli ended his speech stressing the record turnouts in 2007: 40 countries took part in the Nation Coarse Fishing Championship held in Hungary, 17 countries took part in the World Carp Fishing Championship. Such turnouts proved most challenging for the organisers.
While an increase in the number of countries attending the championships was most desirable, the large turnout experienced in the two championships named above made it increasingly difficult to locate suitable competition sites. The situation looked somehow overstretched and a further growth would force the FIPSed to seek new solutions. Growth-related problems were however pleasant to deal with, and an appropriate solution was bound to be found.
The President thanked Matteoli and gave the floor to Biever in his capacity as a delegate appointed by the FIPS-Mer President.

Biever informed the house that the FIPS-Mer had strengthened its position within all the Regional Advisory Councils (RACs) (in French: Comités Consultatifs Régionaux (CCR)) set up by the European Community for the management of seas and oceans.

The RACs were set up after 2002 as one of the pillars of the EC Fishing Common Policy. The general goal of the RACs was to promote an integrated and sustainable management of fishery resources.

Meetings were held with Mr PAPAIONNOU of the Directorate-General for Maritime Affairs and Fishery, to both introduce the FIPS-Mer and inform him of the Federation’s intention to take part in the management of the seas and oceans.

The President thanked Biever and gave the floor to Podmanik, who replaced President Ferguson as the latter could not attend the meeting due to health problems.

Podmanik was happy to inform the house that Fly fishing once again proved to be one of the most popular sports worldwide. At present, there were 32 National Member Federations, many of whom took part in both World and European competitions.

The President thanked Podmanik and gave the floor to Kurt Klamet, the President of FIPS-Casting.
Klamet stated that during the ICSF Extraordinary Congress held in Malmö, Sweden, on 6 September 2007, the two World Casting Associations, i.e. ICSF and CIPS-FIPS-FCS, merged. The new entity retained the name of ICSF and would like to operate under the CIPS mandate. Its head-office was located in Germany, while its Managing Board already voted on new statutes. With a view to negotiating the new co-operation agreement with the CIPS, in February 2008 a meeting was held between the representatives of the CIPS and the ICSF Managing Board. At the end of the meeting, a recommendation was made to wait until the Assembly in Cairo with regard to the payment of the membership fee of the 8 Federations belonging to the former FIPS-FCS. Having established that under the current statutes such Association could not be recognised, the National Federations would be asked to confirm their membership with the CIPS for 2008. During the next Assembly scheduled to take place in 2009, making amendments to the statutes would be considered in order that the CIPS may recognise the above Association.

All the reports are attached to these minutes and form an integral and substantial part hereof.

7.
Activities Report of CIPS (Secretary General, Mr Ferrari)

1.
Ferrari Gianrodolfo - Report
The General Secretary pointed out that following the Assembly in Prague the main task had been to execute the resolution whereby the statutes were changed,  so as to ensure its compliance with Italian law provisions, a prerequisite in order that the Confederation may be recognised as a legal entity.

The process was not always easy, given the Confederation’s international status and considering that each formal step required to file the recognition application had to take into account such a multinational status. At present, procedures were being carried out to have the relevant authorities recognise the Confederation as a legal entity.
8.
CIPS Financial Report (Mr Waldheim)

Waldheim read out the 2007 financial statements and 2008 budget, which had been handed out to all participants. He ended his speech stating that the 2008 financial situation looked fine following both an increase in membership fees and lower insurance coverage costs to be incurred. 

9.
Account Auditor Report (Mr Verga)

Verga stressed that the financial statements submitted by the individual Federations and the CIPS had been examined and had proved to be in order. They could therefore be submitted to the Assembly for approval.

10.
Discussion and Acceptance of the Reports
The Assembly unanimously approved the reports submitted by the FIPS Presidents, the General Secretary, Mr Ferrari, Mr Waldheim’s annual report and Mr Verga’s audit.

11.
Subscription for new Federations

The President informed the Assembly of the membership applications the CIPS received from the following Federations:

· Brazil, Moldavia and Tunisia for FIPS-ed 

· Kuwait for FIPS-Mer.
The Assembly unanimously approved the aforesaid memberships.

The President informed that Chile applied for CIPS membership with FIPSed, Sea and Casting, though no form was received. He therefore felt it appropriate to postpone the approval to the next Assembly, unless the Federation would provide the documents required for recognition.

O’Rorke - Ireland – enquired as to the FIPSCasting and ICSF situation.

Ordan reported on the meeting held in Prague this year to discuss the matter.

He pointed out that during the meeting held the day before, the Praesidium asked the General Secretary to review the statutes and make changes, if appropriate, to be approved after the Assembly scheduled for the following year.

Approved unanimously.

12.
Amount of the Fees
13.
Setting of Fees and Approval of the Budget
The President stated that pursuant to the statutes these two items were included in the agenda, but there was nothing to discuss about.

14.
Discussion and Voting on Motions
The Assembly had no objection to raise.
15.
Place and Date of the Following Ordinary Congress
Ordan informed the house that the Praesidium suggested that the date of the next World Fishing Championship should be set in 2011. The Secretary’s office would send a letter to all the nations to apply for the organisation of this event. The applications were to reach the General Secretary’s office within the end of the year.

Matteoli pointed out that 2010 was too close, while 2012, as already mentioned, was the year in which the Olympics would take place, thereby the risk that no sponsor would be found for this event. He finally stressed that the bidding countries must be able to accommodate all the CIPS events, both in sea as well as inland waters, plus casting and about 3,000 people including athletes, coaches and officials, totalling 22,000 people approximately. The venues selected for the different competitions must be as close as possible to one another (200-250 km maximum).
The General Secretary pointed out that the following Assembly, scheduled to take place in Dresden in 2009, would deal with the renewal of offices and amendments to the statutes. He asked everyone to provide as much input as possible.

16.
Any Other Business
As nobody else asked for the floor, the President closed the meeting at 12.15 p.m.

The President
The General Secretary


Marcel Ordan
Gianrodolfo Ferrari
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