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OPENING AND ARRANGEMENTS FOR THE MEETING

1. The Workshop on the use of socio-economic indicators in fisheries management was held

in the Marine Biology Research Center (MBRC) of Tajoura (Libya), from 3 to 5 July 2007. The

meeting was attended by 14 participants from 8 GFCM Member States as well as by a

representative of the Confédération internationale de la pêche sportive (CIPS). The list of

participants is provided in Appendix 2.

2. Mr Nourredine Essarbout, Director General of the MBRC and Mr Sâad El Madani, FAOrepresentative,

addressed the Workshop and welcomed the participants. They stressed in

particular the important role played by the GFCM in promoting research activities and managing

the Mediterranean fisheries. Mr Essarbout highlighted the particular interest of Libya to continue

actively contributing to GFCM activities.

3. Mr Alain Bonzon, Executive Secretary of the General Fisheries Commission for the

Mediterranean (GFCM) thanked the MBRC for hosting this meeting, and FAO and its regional

projects for supporting the GFCM activities. The Executive Secretary opened the meeting and

gave the floor to Mr Malouli Idrissi, Coordinator of the Sub-Committee on Economic and Social

Sciences (SCESS).

11. REVIEW OF THE AVAILABLE INFORMATION ON RECREATIONAL AND SPORT

FISHERIES INCLUDING THE ANALYSIS OF ITS LEGAL FRAME

• “Recreational fisheries in the Mediterranean countries: A review of existing legal

frameworks”, by Charline Gaudin and Cassandra De Young

This study reviews the existing laws and regulations concerning recreational

fisheries adopted by Mediterranean countries. It begins with an overview of relevant

international initiatives regarding recreational fisheries management and a description of

the marine recreational fisheries within the Mediterranean basin. The issue of recreational

fisheries’ definition, of recreational fisheries policies and of the role of stakeholders are

addressed and a list of target species in Mediterranean recreational fisheries is identified.

The core of the study analyzes the main management measures adopted by States

including: (i) access regimes to fisheries resources; (ii) conservation measures; (iii)

special recreational fisheries regulations; and (iv) monitoring, control and surveillance of

recreational fisheries.

The purpose of this study was to provide a snapshot of recreational fisheries legal

frameworks within the Mediterranean with a view to promoting discussion and

experience to promote homogenous and comprehensive recreational fisheries

management in the Mediterranean.

• “Some preliminary notes on the Recreational Fisheries in the Adriatic Sea”, by Oldin

Bojic

The study emphasized the need to better define recreational (sport) fisheries, since

it is a widespread and growing activity in Croatia. Basic provisions are stressed in order

to facilitate the understanding of such an important activity both from a social and an

economic point of view. It contributes to the state economy, through tourism

development, competitions, big game fishing etc. Recreational fisheries usually have a

large number of individual participants and it presents different socio-economic

challenges for the country. Access regimes, targeted species, duration, fees and institution

issuing licences, were identified and found equally important. Special attention was given

to the conservation measures and monitoring and control of recreational fisheries.

Better future management of recreational fisheries are provided. True problems

lay when it comes to the enforcement of regulatory provisions. The regulatory system has

to be straightforward and easy to understand, and must not be changed on a yearly basis.

More subtle experts should be involved in the development and evaluation of new

regulatory schemes.

The question that emerges when observing regulations of recreational fishing is

whether those activities are well controlled. Clear objective of regulations in force,

especially regarding tools, gears, type and quantity of fishing effort seems to be scarcely

obeyed. The main problem seems to be the strong increase in the number of recreational

and sport fishermen.

• Legal Frame of Recreational Marine Fishing in Turkey: Current Status and

Regulations, by Vahdet Ünal

Recreational fishing, which can be defined as harvesting fish for personal use,

fun, and challenge, is an activity that becomes more popular day by day in Turkey

because of increasing welfare of people. The existing vast coastline of the country offers

people a variety of great fishing activities. The Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs

(MARA) is the main state administration responsible for both commercial and

recreational fisheries regulation, administration, promotion and technical assistance

through four General Directorates. According to the Law (1380), MARA publishes and

announces fishing circulars every year in order to regulate recreational fishery. The

circular covers relevant definitions, required information (frequently asked questions

section), restrictions and bans for species, fishing gear and areas. According to Turkish

fishing circulars, recreational fishing covers both amateur and sportive fishing but this

activity is seen usually in the form of amateur fishing because there are no fishing clubs

or federations in Turkey. Spear-fishing competition, which is organized by the

Underwater Sports Federation, is the only sportive fishing activity. In any case, neither

activity includes sale, barter or trade of all or part of the catch. The most common form of

recreational fishing is done for pleasure and self consumption (rather than competition)

by fishing line, troll line and spear gun. Using cast net was banned by the latest fishing

circular (2007). This increasingly important activity is managed by traditional methods

such as bag and size limits. There is not a compulsory license system yet. It is of public

access (free for all) but a document is given to anglers who want to certify their activities,

although without privileges to users. Although legislative framework of recreational

fishing is well prepared, quite detailed and seems to cover almost all fundamental aspects

of recreational fishing, there are some gaps and defects in practice and enforcement.

Furthermore, capacity of recreational fishery, number of people involved in this activity

(their age, gender, education level etc.) and their contribution to the national economy,

ecosystem effects of this activity are not known. Lack of data, monitoring, control and

enforcement appear to be the most important gaps of the activity. The study concluded

that there is an urgent need for multidisciplinary research and collection of reliable data

aimed at assisting science-based fisheries management in recreational marine fishing in

Turkey.

• Definition of the management of amateur fishing at sea proposed by the CIPS,

Conclusions presented by Louis Morvan

The CIPS is ready to collaborate with all the organizations working for the

environment and the protection of the species. The sport fishermen can provide

information referring to the good management of our seas. They are responsible people

having a good knowledge for fishing. They are aware of the effects of the climatic

change, the pollution, the poaching and sometimes of the excessive fishing effort on

some species.

Sport fishing takes little but represents a significant socio-economic weight.

Amateur fishing is not sufficiently present or represented in national or international

organizations. There is a willingness to be present at the time of the decisions relating to

the management of this activity.

The FAO report (Gaudin, De Young, 2007) on recreational fishing legal

framework shows the need for further collaboration between the Mediterranean countries

on the regulation of amateur fishing, and should be used as a basis for a harmonization of

the latter, in particular on subjects such as minimal sizes, charters boats and restriction of

catches, etc.

Recreational and sport fisheries

20. The Workshop addressed the problem of the recreational fisheries’ definition and

recommended that SAC adopt a common definition at the Mediterranean level (also called for by

ICCAT and the European Union, as leisure fisheries). Common definitions should also be

adopted for the different types of recreational fisheries activities, known as sport fishing, tourism

fishing and amateur fishing, each having their own associated goals.

21. In this respect, the Workshop advised to follow the definition adopted by ICCAT and the

European Union but to include also tourism fishing within this definition (not yet covered by the

ICCAT or EU’s definitions). The workshop’s suggested definitions are presented in Appendix 6.

22. The Workshop also recommended that SAC consider the inclusion of these definitions

within its glossary for potential use by Member countries within their regulation.

23. The Workshop also noted that there is a severe lack of data and of social and economic

surveys which prevent homogeneous and regular monitoring of these activities.

24. Therefore, the Workshop insisted on the need to collect at least a minimum set of data

and information to build major socio-economic indicators on leisure fisheries. It recommended

collecting primarily the following:

• Number of licenses/permits for each segment for sport, tourism and recreational fisheries

(shore based, boat based, underwater fishing) with the aim of evaluating the number of

recreational fishermen;

• Catch amount (kg) with the view of contributing to the assessment of fishing effort for all

the species caught and to better understand the impact of recreational fisheries on marine

resources. These “catch reports” should include daily catch focusing initially on selected

GFCM priority species, in addition to migratory species;

• Data and information on leisure fishermen expenses (hotel, restaurant, transport, fishing

gears [e.g. baits and accessories], etc.) with the view of evaluating the value of the

induced economic activity.

25. Regarding social indicators, the Workshop recommended that the collection of

information should concentrate on parameters such as age, gender and education, and agreed that

this social and economic information is enough to assess the importance of recreational fisheries

(size of anglers community, pressure on marine resources and economical value of recreational

fisheries).

26. In most cases, questionnaires and surveys should be used to collect data. The Workshop

also stressed the important role of the federations, associations, fisheries administrations and port

authorities in obtaining and sharing relevant data such as catch reports.

27. The benefit of stakeholder participation has been recognized throughout the

Mediterranean basin. Nonetheless, the Workshop emphasized that cooperation between national

authorities and recreational anglers should be further developed. In the case of sport fishing, the

creation of federations or associations facilitated cooperation. There would be a need to further

promote the establishment of federations or alike for amateur and tourism fishing.

28. The Workshop noted that there are few comprehensive recreational fisheries regulatory

frameworks, often as a result of a lack of specific policy.

29. While harmonization on regulatory frameworks at regional level would appear premature

in a context of lack of information, the Workshop recommended that some relevant guidelines

should be prepared. Such guidelines on recreational anglers could include, inter alia, the

following issues:

• Access regimes such as for shore based, boat based and underwater fishing.

• Conservation measures including prohibition of sales, gears restriction, daily bag limit,

prohibited species, minimal sizes, fishing reserves and others restrictions.

• Special leisure fisheries regulation including underwater fisheries, sport fishing, tourism

fishing (charter fishing and pesca turismo).

• Monitoring and control measures (inspection, sanctions and reporting).

30. Finally, the Workshop agreed that without an education and sensitization campaign, the

success of any legislative framework would be compromised. Thus, the Workshop advised that

Member States diffuse information on leisure fisheries regulations by disseminating booklets or

alike including minimal sizes, gear restrictions and bans.

APPENDIX 6 

Definition proposed for recreational/leisure fisheries

The Workshop recommended that SAC adopt the following definitions:

Leisure/Recreational fisheries – non-commercial (i.e. not for sale, barter, or trade) fisheries

motivated by personal uses for recreation, tourism or sport. Leisure/recreational fisheries

comprises three sub-categories:

Amateur fishing – unorganized hobby fishing not associated with specific events or

competitions. Catches from amateur fishing are either released (catch & release) or are

retained for private consumption.

Sport fishing – organized fishing involving free competition between fishermen to catch

the largest fish of certain species, the largest number of specimens or the largest total

weight depending on the rules of each particular competition.

Tourism fishing – fishing conducted by commercial fishermen (“pesca-turismo”) or by

recreational fishing professionals (“charter”) and can be understood as a fishing activity

carried out by a third party who organizes a fishing expedition for tourists.
